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Mario Fonseca is a visual artist, art critic, curator,
academic, writer, designer and Chilean publisher.
Born in Lima, Peru in 1948, he has lived in Chile since
1966. Fonseca enrolled in the School of Fine Art of
the Universidad Catdlica in 1966 but dropped out of
the programme to embark on his professional career
in graphic design and publishing. Simultaneously, he
began to take personal photographs that would express
his feelings about the political turmoil around Salvador
Allende’s presidency which ended with the brutal military
coup of 1973.

Fonseca’s 1972 series Calle Suecia and Santo Domingo,
which he made in his early 20’s, stem from that haunting
period. Entre Rios came about 15 years later in 1987,
as Fonseca looks back on the constant pressure of
surveillance he experienced during the early years
of the dictatorship.Later in his practice, he began to
experiment with conceptual art which he would continue
to develop for many years, becoming one of the forefront
conceptual artists in Chile during the 80s.

In the 80s and 90s, Fonseca had a determining role in
the publication of books and catalogues of works by
highly influential Chilean theorists, poets and artists
such as, Ronald Kay, Eugenio Dittborn, Raul Zurita, Lotty
Rosenfeld, Justo Mellado, Gonzalo Diaz, Arturo Duclos,
Juan Davila, Alfredo Jaar, Paz Errazuriz, Roser Bru and
Eugenio Téllez, amongst others. At the time, these
publications were considered important and influencial
platforms for the difusion of the different manifestations
of artin Chile.
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Calle Suecia Tricycle
Triptych 1972

later prints 2018
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gelatin silver prints
30 x 39 cm / each
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Santo Domingo 1972
Children Swing
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Entre Rios, Door 1987
Triptych

later prints 2017
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gelatin silver prints
30 x 39 cm / each
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